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Silver Springs In Retrospect - 2001
A Foretaste of the Mansion Worlds: Retreat Network Retreat
By Sheryl Cira

How can I describe
the experience of
spending four days

with wonderful people in a
beautiful place, sharing and
renewing our spiritual
commitments, worshiping
God, enjoying nature, and
even eating incredible
food?  Love, forgive-
ness, acceptance,
peace, God’s
presence, joy, and
renewed commit-
ment: these were
just a few of the
wonderful things I
experienced at the
Retreat Network
Retreat.

The retreat was held at
Silver Springs, Derek
and Sue Tennant’s
culinary retreat center.
Silver Springs is nestled in
the rolling farms and woods
of Ontario, just south of
Georgian Bay of Lake
Huron and two hours north
of Toronto.  The remodeled
country farmhouse and
barn are impeccably done
and nestled alongside a
stream and ponds with a
small waterfall in between.
Derek and Sue have done
everything they can to make
it a place of beauty and
serenity.  A flag bearing the
three circles flies from the
flagpole in front of the house.

We arrived on Thursday
August 23, and spent time
reconnecting with old
friends and making new
ones.  We quickly became a

group, comfortable with one
another, as though we’d all
known one another for years.
I felt a spirit of friendliness
and acceptance that I have
not experienced for years—
the experience of being
among spiritually mature
and loving people, whose
goal is service.  That
evening we had the first of
many delicious gourmet
meals, prepared by Sue and
her assistants, chief of whom
is Virgie, a wonderful woman

from the Philippines who
embodies the spirit of
service.

There were 21 of us, from
7 states and Mexico.  The
program started officially

Friday morning, with an
opening ceremony

conducted by
Condor, David
and Theresa
Doolittle.
David is a
classical
guitarist par
excellence,
and Theresa
accompanies

him and tells
tales of the

native American
peoples.  We

enjoyed their music
many times throughout

the retreat.  Gard Jameson
conducted the first session
on centering prayer.  It was
both intellectually and
spiritually stimulating.  It
was followed by
meditation, the first of
many sessions we enjoyed.
After a delicious lunch
outside in the gazebo, Bill
and Sharron Beasley led a
group called “Reflect and
Serve.”  They inspired us
all to look for more ways
to be of service.  Kurt Cira
led a group sharing

(continued on page 2)
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Silver Springs Retrospect - contincontincontincontincontinueduedueduedued
Retreat Network Retreat
session which he initiated
by sharing his story of the
first time he felt God’s love
in his life.  Many in the
group shared personal
stories, which helped all of
us to become closer.  After
free time and another
wonderful meal, we
enjoyed more of David and
Theresa’s music in the
beautiful living room, most
of us reluctant to go to bed
and put an end to the
perfect day.

Saturday began, as did
every morning, with yoga,
conducted by April
Morgan.  Everyone who

attended said it was
wonderful.  In our opening
session Carol Weatherford
related her inspiring
spiritual history. Marvin
Gawryn expanded on
Centering Prayer, providing
an excellent follow-up to
Gard’s presentation.
Following lunch, Tom
Choquette inspired us with
incidents from his life
which exhorted us all to
be of service.  Later we
took a hike through the
woods with Sue as our
guide, and were rewarded
with a breathtaking view
from a rock escarpment,

followed by an amazing
climb down a cleft in the
cliff.  Cool caves felt air
conditioned on a clear and
warm summer afternoon.
The superb dinner was even
more appreciated thanks to
our stimulated appetites.
That evening Sherilyn
Henry informed us of a new
project called Spiritual
Fellowship, and the group
had an opportunity to ask
questions and offer their input.

After Sunday breakfast
Dolores Nice led an
inspiring worship service
and remembrance supper.

We concluded with the
business meeting of the
Retreat Network.

The retreat was wonderful
in every way, including the
sunny, Jerusem-like
weather.  It was with great
sadness that we said good-
bye to each other.  I was
leaving the company of
newly found brothers and
sisters, but felt encouraged
by the friendships and
commitments I had made.
For me it was a perfect
retreat, with memories I will
carry to the mansion
worlds.  ❏

Fruits Of The Retreat
By Jean-Pierre Heudier

(Jean-Pierre and his wife
Nickla attended a retreat
entitled “The Religion of Jesus:
How to Live It”  lead by Bill
and Kaye Cooper last August at
Silver Springs.  One of the
sessions of the retreat is based
on a prayer booklet written by
Kaye called “Prayer of the
Branches to the Vine.”  This
powerful prayer asks for more
opportunities to serve, more
awareness of our opportunities
and guidance in serving.
Participants were invited to
consider praying this prayer
sincerely, repeatedly and in
faith.  Here are Jean-Pierre’s
comments about his
experience since returning
home.)

The retreat is
certainly producing
some fruits in my

life.  Let me first mention
that when Kaye presented
and read the “Prayer of the
Branches to the Vine”,
something happened
within me: there was,
almost simultaneously, an
urge of wanting to respond
with a vibrant affirmative

yes and a fear that its
acceptance may lead me to
much more than I could
handle.  Nevertheless, I
overcame the fear and
started to use the prayer.

Before the retreat, a few
people would come and see
me for help on a regular
basis for Reiki treatments.
Reiki is a healing practice
that came to the US from
Japan.

Since then:

1. New faces have
appeared.

2. The familiar visitors
have come with issues
deeper and more spiritual
in character than before.

3. The past few days I have
had sometimes two
persons a day or more
(versus two or three a
week), and two-thirds of
them have experienced a
turning point in their
lives during the session.

I am very much aware that
this is happening in response

to the prayer
of the
branches to
the vine, and
I most
certainly find
great joy in
this service,
as I witness
tremendous
changes taking place in the
lives of the people who
knock at our door.

These fruits of the spirit
which I am witnessing are
due to several other factors.
Among these:

1. My main objective in
attending the retreat was
to have a more intimate
relationship with Jesus/
Michael, to be more in
tune with the Spirit of
Truth. This has been
realized.

2. Since the people who come
and see me have allegiance
to different Christian
denominations and non-
Christian religions, more
and more do I realize the

importance of
staying with
the gospel of
Jesus (Sonship/
Fatherhood of
God, and
brotherhood of
men) rather
than the gospel
about Jesus.

3. Some of the  principles which
I have  used before (such as
the importance of knowing ,
believing and acting on the
truth of being a son or
daughter of God) as well as
some beautiful techniques
(seeing ourselves, others,
circumstances,  through
God’s eyes) have taken a
new life since I came back.

4. In the past few days,  several
clients with deep issues were
able to resolve them by
exercising their faith in their
spiritual sonship and God’s
love for them, simply
accepting God’s forgiveness.
I have seen many tears of joy
and relief!       ❏
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Why Do They Do It That Way?
Judging and Perceiving
By Kaye Cooper

Have you ever
looked at
someone practicing

their religion (or leading a
worship at a Urantia Book
conference) and wondered,
“Why do they do it that
way?”  You might assume
that it has to do with the
religion in which they were
raised or tradition.  You
might assume they don’t
know any better (i.e. they
don’t read the Urantia
Book).  But there are some
interesting explanations
for the differences in the
way people approach God
that make a lot of sense.
This is the second in a
series of four articles
which describe the way our
temperaments affect the
way we relate to God and
to things spiritual.  I use
the word “temperament”
and not “personality”
because temperaments are
a result of both the
characteristics we are born
with and the choices we
make in response to our
environment.

The contrast between
judging and perceiving
types of temperaments are
probably the least under-
stood by most people.  A
misunderstanding arises
immediately when a person
first learns of the two
labels:  “Aha! Judging
means judgmental, right?”
Wrong.

Judging has to do with the
ability of some people to
make assessments easily.
Quick judgments are in
contrast to the inclination
of those who fall in the
perceiving category.
Perceivers like to take in
information.  They love to (continued on page 4)

look at all sides of a
question. Decisions
tend to be difficult for
perceivers because they
prefer to remain open to
whatever new data may
come in.

People who make decisions
easily have a spiritual
advantage in that our
spiritual lives are very
closely tied to moral and
ethical decisions.  The
decision maker plows
ahead making choices and
learning as a result.  The
perceiver, on the other
hand, has the spiritual
advantage of being
naturally inclined toward
tolerance.  Another aspect
of the judging-perceiving
category of traits has to do
with organization.  The
judging type tends to like
structure, order and
predictability.  She is
comforted by familiar
routines.  The perceiver
prefers variety, flexibility
and surprises. She finds
predictability to be boring.

I recently was visiting with
someone who had just been
introduced to centering
prayer.  She was genuinely
looking forward to the
discipline of setting aside
time twice a day to practice
centering prayer.  “I like
structure,” she said.  “It is
helpful to me to get into a
regular habit of time with
God.”  It makes perfect
sense to establish regular
habits in prayer and
worship.  And yet what is
very beneficial to the
judging type is stifling to
the perceiving type.  The
person who gets bored with
routine often thinks that he
should establish regular

habits, but will end up
feeling guilty when he
finds the same activity
twice a day boring after a
while.  The perceiving type
will often give up the
attempt to establish regular
habits.

Of course, many people fall
close to the middle of the
spectrum on judging and
perceiving and recognize
that they have some
characteristics of each type.
But when the contrast
between two people is
strong, this difference in
approach to religion can
cause friction between
religionists.  Each one has a
hard time recognizing the
validity of the other.
Judging types interpret the
perceiver’s love of variety
and flexibility as being
immature and irresponsible.
The perceiver resents being
described in that manner
and accuses the judging
type of being judgmental.
Perceivers, on the other
hand tend to see the
judging type’s desire for
predictability and stability
as rigid and boring.

It is important to accept
and tolerate, even
appreciate these different
approaches to God.  God
doesn’t set many
limitations on our
spirituality.  Our God is
adventuresome.  God loves
to experiment and
encourages us to
experiment spiritually.  The
fact that we are so varied
in our temperaments
suggests to me that God’s
plan includes all sorts of
approaches to our spiritual
lives.  God is also practical.
I feel confident that God

expects us to use what
works for us.

Recognizing and accepting
our differences can make
each of us feel comfortable
with our needs for structure
(or flexibility, as the case
may be) without feeling
called to convert the other.

Keep in mind the benefits
of occasional exploration
with new approaches.
While stepping outside our
comfort zone usually takes
more energy and
intentionality, it can bring
us new insights and expand
our horizons.

For more information on
temperaments (both are
based on the Myers-Briggs
analysis of temperament):

♦ David Keirsey.  Please
Understand Me II,
Prometheus Nemesis
Book Co., Del Mar, CA,
1998.

♦ Chester P. Michael and
Marie C. Norrisey.  Prayer
and Temperament, The
Open Door, Inc.,
Charlottesville, VA,
1984.

Characteristics of
Judging and
Perceiving

Judging Tendencies:

♦ live a planned, orderly
life; prefer structure;
dislike improvising.

♦ like things settled,
finished as soon as
possible, brought to
closure.

♦ enjoy following a
schedule and meeting a
deadline.

♦ like to know ahead of
time to permit planning.
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Way? - contincontincontincontincontinueduedueduedued
♦ usually have a definite

system for doing every-
thing and are consistent
in following it.

♦ are active, decisive, able
to get things done.

♦ try to control the world
in which they live.

♦ try to put everyone on
schedule, usually their
schedule.

♦ have a settled opinion
and position on most
things.

Perceiving Tendencies:

♦ are flexible, open-
minded; continually try
to discover more data.

♦ are reluctant to make
final decisions.

♦ may postpone unpleasant
jobs.

♦ dislike deadlines and feel
cramped by a tight
schedule.

♦ live life in a
spontaneous, free-
spirited manner.

♦ enjoy the unexpected,
love surprises.

♦ make resolutions but
seldom keep them.

♦ amass an astonishing

store of
information on
any number of
varied subjects.

♦ are always receptive to
new facts and allow the
world to influence them.

Retreat Adjustments for
Judging Types:

1. Provide some structured
time.

2. Offer optional goals and/
or instructions for
unstructured time.

3. Keep things simple and
uncomplicated.

4. Break things down into
steps, and give explicit
instructions.

Retreat Adjustments for
Perceivers:

1. Provide for some
unstructured time.

2. Give permission to
deviate from optional
goals and/or instructions
that may be provided for
the unstructured time.

3. Give permission to
adjust exercises and
visualizations to the
individual.  ❏

In His Presence
Book Review By Dolores Nice

The foreword of this little
book begins with:

“““““TTTTTo yo yo yo yo you who readou who readou who readou who readou who read
with the heart,with the heart,with the heart,with the heart,with the heart,
these wordsthese wordsthese wordsthese wordsthese words

shall be as a lighted lanternshall be as a lighted lanternshall be as a lighted lanternshall be as a lighted lanternshall be as a lighted lantern
hung by the roadside on ahung by the roadside on ahung by the roadside on ahung by the roadside on ahung by the roadside on a
dark night. They shall makedark night. They shall makedark night. They shall makedark night. They shall makedark night. They shall make
light the way and easy thelight the way and easy thelight the way and easy thelight the way and easy thelight the way and easy the
path for ypath for ypath for ypath for ypath for you who journeou who journeou who journeou who journeou who journeyyyyy.....”””””

I found this to be true.  I
have used this book for
over 15 years as one of
my choices for my daily
spiritual reading.  And it
has nourished my soul and
given me many new insights
and encouragements.  In His
Presence, was originally
written in 1946 by Eva Bell
Werber and has had many
printings by the De Vorss
Publishing Co. The book
contains a series of short
passages or lessons with
titles like; Quietly Comes
My Blessing, Beauty of the
Inner Realm, Peace Within,
the Time of Stillness and
Carry My Light.  They read
like personal talks from
Jesus and the term of
endearment, “beloved” is
used throughout the book.

In light of the recent horrors
of the terrorist attacks, I
think the following passage
especially poignant and
healing.

“““““I will speak to youI will speak to youI will speak to youI will speak to youI will speak to you
through the pages of thisthrough the pages of thisthrough the pages of thisthrough the pages of thisthrough the pages of this
book words that shall singbook words that shall singbook words that shall singbook words that shall singbook words that shall sing
for you down the years,for you down the years,for you down the years,for you down the years,for you down the years,
words which shall tell ofwords which shall tell ofwords which shall tell ofwords which shall tell ofwords which shall tell of
My great love and abidingMy great love and abidingMy great love and abidingMy great love and abidingMy great love and abiding
presence.presence.presence.presence.presence.

They will tell of My greatThey will tell of My greatThey will tell of My greatThey will tell of My greatThey will tell of My great
rebuilding power in therebuilding power in therebuilding power in therebuilding power in therebuilding power in the
human life, and how I sohuman life, and how I sohuman life, and how I sohuman life, and how I sohuman life, and how I so
tenderly care for andtenderly care for andtenderly care for andtenderly care for andtenderly care for and
direct Mine own.direct Mine own.direct Mine own.direct Mine own.direct Mine own.

I will tell you of a worldI will tell you of a worldI will tell you of a worldI will tell you of a worldI will tell you of a world
of beauty which is thereof beauty which is thereof beauty which is thereof beauty which is thereof beauty which is there
for all to find, not a warfor all to find, not a warfor all to find, not a warfor all to find, not a warfor all to find, not a war
torn world blasted aparttorn world blasted aparttorn world blasted aparttorn world blasted aparttorn world blasted apart
by hate and selfishness,by hate and selfishness,by hate and selfishness,by hate and selfishness,by hate and selfishness,
but a world of peace andbut a world of peace andbut a world of peace andbut a world of peace andbut a world of peace and
love.love.love.love.love.

YYYYYou saou saou saou saou sayyyyy, “Where can w, “Where can w, “Where can w, “Where can w, “Where can weeeee
now find such a world?now find such a world?now find such a world?now find such a world?now find such a world?
Even after the shriek ofEven after the shriek ofEven after the shriek ofEven after the shriek ofEven after the shriek of
bomb and shell is hushed,bomb and shell is hushed,bomb and shell is hushed,bomb and shell is hushed,bomb and shell is hushed,
there is still desolation,there is still desolation,there is still desolation,there is still desolation,there is still desolation,
miserymiserymiserymiserymisery, fear and despair, fear and despair, fear and despair, fear and despair, fear and despair.....
Shall there ever be a placeShall there ever be a placeShall there ever be a placeShall there ever be a placeShall there ever be a place
where men hate andwhere men hate andwhere men hate andwhere men hate andwhere men hate and
destroy not?”destroy not?”destroy not?”destroy not?”destroy not?”

Listen, My Beloved, andListen, My Beloved, andListen, My Beloved, andListen, My Beloved, andListen, My Beloved, and
be at peacebe at peacebe at peacebe at peacebe at peace.  Y.  Y.  Y.  Y.  You first mustou first mustou first mustou first mustou first must
find this place you desirefind this place you desirefind this place you desirefind this place you desirefind this place you desire
within your own heart.within your own heart.within your own heart.within your own heart.within your own heart.

There in the garden ofThere in the garden ofThere in the garden ofThere in the garden ofThere in the garden of
your soul you shall meetyour soul you shall meetyour soul you shall meetyour soul you shall meetyour soul you shall meet
Me, your Beloved.Me, your Beloved.Me, your Beloved.Me, your Beloved.Me, your Beloved.

My hand is laid inMy hand is laid inMy hand is laid inMy hand is laid inMy hand is laid in
tendernesstendernesstendernesstendernesstenderness on your head. on your head. on your head. on your head. on your head.
At its mystical touch theAt its mystical touch theAt its mystical touch theAt its mystical touch theAt its mystical touch the
outer realm with itsouter realm with itsouter realm with itsouter realm with itsouter realm with its
destruction, its confusiondestruction, its confusiondestruction, its confusiondestruction, its confusiondestruction, its confusion
of purpose falls aof purpose falls aof purpose falls aof purpose falls aof purpose falls awwwwwaaaaayyyyy.....

A great stillness shallA great stillness shallA great stillness shallA great stillness shallA great stillness shall
pervade you and you shallpervade you and you shallpervade you and you shallpervade you and you shallpervade you and you shall
only be conscious of theonly be conscious of theonly be conscious of theonly be conscious of theonly be conscious of the
sweetness of the Holysweetness of the Holysweetness of the Holysweetness of the Holysweetness of the Holy
Presence.Presence.Presence.Presence.Presence.” ” ” ” ”      ❏

Last August we were
among 12 people
from all over North

America who were given
the unique and wonderful
opportunity to experience
living the religion of Jesus.
Bill and Kaye Cooper led
us on an adventure that is
truly unsurpassed on Urantia.

Bill and Kaye gave us a
rich environment to
exercise our intellect and to
fall in love with our brothers
and sisters. We felt the
presence of our unseen

friends and felt our spirits
growing.  Each day was full
of countless opportunities
for discovery of new and
dynamic methods to live
the life of Jesus.  Our
relationship with our
Creator became more
profound with each passing
day.

We sincerely hope that
many more of our brothers
and sisters will have the
opportunity to experience
this taste of light and life in
the coming years.  ❏

More On Silver Springs
Religion Of Jesus - How to Live It
By Mark & Kathy George-Moore
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Retreat Schedule

FaithFaithFaithFaithFaithQQQQQuest uest uest uest uest PPPPPresentsresentsresentsresentsresents

�����Building Intimacy wBuilding Intimacy wBuilding Intimacy wBuilding Intimacy wBuilding Intimacy with Godith Godith Godith Godith God�����

T his event whis event whis event whis event whis event will begin Friday evening February 1, 2002 at 7:00 Pill begin Friday evening February 1, 2002 at 7:00 Pill begin Friday evening February 1, 2002 at 7:00 Pill begin Friday evening February 1, 2002 at 7:00 Pill begin Friday evening February 1, 2002 at 7:00 P.M. through Sunday.M. through Sunday.M. through Sunday.M. through Sunday.M. through Sunday
afternoonafternoonafternoonafternoonafternoon February 3rd.February 3rd.February 3rd.February 3rd.February 3rd.

FFFFFebruary is a beautiful time of year to visit Florida, an �Early Springtime for the Soul.�  This retreat is
designed to encourage personal intimacy with our Father and incorporate spiritual habits into our
daily lives with an effective follow through program to ensure longevity.  The retreat site we have
reserved is a taste of the real Florida and is situated near Tampa on 92 wooded acres with access to
the Manatee River.

WWWWWe can arrange transportation to and from the airport if needed. The facilitators are: Bill and Sharron
Beasley, Dan Amyx, Lara Williams, and Kurt and Sheryl Cira.  We are all dedicated, long-term readers
of The Urantia Book.  We were all inspired and trained by Adventures in Spiritual Living.

SSSSSpace is limited and the price is affordable at $135. per person for this all inclusive weekend.

PPPPPlease reserve your place and semi-private room with full payment or a $50. deposit.

MMMMMake your check payable to: FaithQuest%Beasley.  Mail to: P.O. Box 2837, Brandon, Fl. 33509-2837

FFFFFor more information call: (813) 684-1540 or (561) 466-7950 or (954) 424-1956

“The doing of the will of God is nothing more or less than an exhibition of creature willingness to share the inner life with
God....” (pg. 1221)

“Religious habits of thinking and acting are contributory to the economy of spiritual growth.” (pg. 1095)
■

GGGGGoldenoldenoldenoldenolden      GGGGGateateateateate     CCCCCircleircleircleircleircle

Invites You to Their Spring Retreat

�Ennobled By WisdomEnnobled By WisdomEnnobled By WisdomEnnobled By WisdomEnnobled By Wisdom�

Date: MMMMMay 3-5, 2002ay 3-5, 2002ay 3-5, 2002ay 3-5, 2002ay 3-5, 2002

Place: SSSSSebastopol, Californiaebastopol, Californiaebastopol, Californiaebastopol, Californiaebastopol, California

Contact: DDDDDolores L. Nice, olores L. Nice, olores L. Nice, olores L. Nice, olores L. Nice, (650) 369-6803
 or dlnice@worldnet.att.net

A Season in Communion With the Father
“Triune Harmony”

”It is to the mind of perfect poise, housed in a body of clean
habits, stabilized neural energies, and balanced chemical
function-when the physical, mental, and spiritual powers are in
triune harmony of development-that a maximum of light and
truth can be imparted with a minimum of temporal danger or risk
to the real welfare of such a being. By such balanced growth does
man ascend the circles of planetary progression one by one, from
the seventh to the first.”  (pg.1209)

The Retreat Network would like to announce a unique retreat to be
held at Silver Springs Retreat Center that combines the health
giving process of fasting with a two-week spiritual retreat. The
object is to move toward a healthier vegetarian diet by allowing the
body to rest, cleanse and balance through a 10-day therapeutic fast
and a 4-day recovery introducing the freshest and healthiest foods.
At the same time, energy will be directed towards Centering
Prayer, guided meditation, study and discussion of the Urantia
Book, silent contemplation and reading, as well as outdoor
activities. The unique feature of this retreat will be the mutual
support which will take place through a commitment to health for
the purpose of enhanced spiritual attunement and energy for
service to the human family.

The retreat will take place January 12-26, 2002. For
details and registration e-mail Bruce Porter at:
bruceport@aol.com.
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2002 Silver Springs Retreat Schedule

I n partnership with experienced facilitators who volunteer their loving service, Derek and
 Sue Tennant are pleased to host the following non-profit Urantia retreats during July and
 August 2002:

Saturday, July 6 – Friday, July 12:

Retreat Leadership Training Seminar.  Led by Adventures in Spiritual Living (kaye@eaze.com).  This extraordinary
seminar will train participants to lead spiritual retreats based on the teachings of The Urantia Book.  Study group leaders
will be able to make excellent use of the experience to lead spiritually-oriented activities in their study groups.  Using
effective and proven techniques for deepening spiritual experience, this gentle and loving hands-on training delivers a
high quality spiritual retreat.  Cost $245US/person.

Saturday, July 13 – Friday, July 19:

Two retreats are offered simultaneously with both groups gathering for dinner.
Retreat #1:

Young Adult Readers Retreat.  Led by Michael MacIssac. (mwcm@yahoo.com for details and check
<http://www.ubyouth.org>  for young reader information.)  This will be the second annual retreat for young adult readers at
Silver Springs.  Last year’s retreat was a bonding and stimulating experience beyond words and this year promises no less.
Participants will come from far and wide to get increasingly closer to each other and our Father.  Cost $75US/person.  Please
bring your own sleeping bag, towel and pillow case.

Retreat #2:

Adjuster Attunement.  New! Led by Adventures in Spiritual Living (kaye@eaze.com).  Focus on the spiritual goal of this
lifetime, attuning your mind and motives to God’s plan for your ideal spiritual career.  Experiment with many ways to
cooperate with your Thought Adjuster consciously and unconsciously.  A 5-day retreat packed with wonderful spiritual
exercises, yet allowing plenty of time for fellowship with others and your personal time with God.

Saturday, July 20– Sunday, July 28:

Religion of Jesus and How to L ive I t.  Newly expanded to 7 days! Led by Bill & Kaye Cooper (kaye@eaze.com).  “Of all
human knowledge, that which is of greatest value is to know the religious life of Jesus and how he lived it.” (pg. 2090)
This retreat will tackle some of the toughest aspects of trying to live as Jesus lived, loving with a “startling affection,”
exploring our status as children of God, expanding our experience of prayer and worship, entering a new level of service-
partnership with God, proclaiming the gospel in today’s world, returning good for evil, and exhibiting living faith.

Friday, August 9 – Thursday, August 15:

How to Share Jesus’ Gospel.  New!  Led by Sharron & Bill Beasley and Mark & Kathy George-Moore
(bbeasley@tampabay.rr.com, markathy606@shaw.ca).  Preaching and spreading the gospel of the Father’s love for his sons
and daughters was a top priority for Jesus.  He took ordinary men and women and gave them lots of practice. This retreat is
your chance to practice sharing Jesus’ gospel of love within a supportive group.  We will explore the techniques Jesus used
to stimulate spiritual potential and journey within to discover each others’ unique talents and abilities.  Through creative
exercises, including role-playing, we will learn to feel more at ease and empowered to share spiritual truth in real-life
situations.  Cost $245US/person.

Friday, August 16 – Thursday, August 22:

Camp Nebadon.  Newly expanded to 7 days!  Led by Serge Jusyp (sjusyp@hotmail.com). This popular retreat is offered
for the 5th consecutive year.  It has been extended to accommodate a more serious study of the many-faceted topic of
universe citizenship.  Workshops are some of the most creative and dynamic in the Urantia movement!  Cost $245/person.

Friday, August 23 – Thursday, August 29:

Centering Prayer. New!  Led by Gard Jameson, Marvin and Francyl Gawryn (gardj@attglobal.net, mgawryn@juno.com).
Centering prayer is a guided personal experience designed to facilitate the development of an open mind and heart to God,
beyond thoughts, words and emotions.  It brings us to a place of healing and transformation.  Not meant to replace other
kinds of prayer; it puts a new and fuller perspective on the experience of sonship with God.  Cost $245US/person.

Thursday, August 29 – Monday, September 2:

Third Annual Retreat Network Retreat & Annual Meeting.  Led by Bruce Porter and team (bruceport@aol.com).  This
retreat is for hosts and facilitators of spiritual retreats in the Urantia movement.  It is an opportunity to share retreat ideas
and to build community with those who uphold the values of spiritual transcendence through the retreat experience.  Cost
$140US/person.                                                                                                              (Silver Springs retreat details on next page.)



7

Thought Adjuster Attunement
By Sue & Derek Tennant

Last Easter,
Adventures in
Spiritual Living

(ASL) offered a new
weekend retreat entitled
“Thought Adjuster
Attunement” at Camp
Buchner* in Texas.  Both
of us had been working
hard and were ready for a
spiritual adventure.  This
one broke the mold.  The
brand-new, innovative
material, and exciting
thoughtful presentations
kept us focused - for three
days straight - on our
relationship with our
Thought Adjuster.  What a
great way to take a break!

The Urantia Book
introduces many new
concepts, but the idea of
the highest and purest form
of spiritual energy actually
living in us is utterly
profound.  We know the
Adjuster facilitates worship
and empowers our service
to others.  We know the
Adjuster and Spirit of Truth
reveal the Father’s love and
mercy through us.  We
know that increasingly
closer communion with this
indwelling spirit is the
whole purpose of our lives.
Who then, does not some-
times feel daunted by the
challenge of attuning to
pure spirit and at the same
time exhilarated by the
possibilities?

Bill and Kaye Cooper and
Skip and Carol Weatherford
have designed a friendly
retreat where everyone feels
comfortable and welcome,
but where spiritual
transformation is the goal.
Prayer prior to the retreat
and unceasingly during the
retreat brings their own
partnership with God to
the center of everything
they do. Their manner was

gentle and kind but they
kept our attention focused
on our operative indwelling
fragment of Deity.  Their
skill was to restate Urantia
Book teachings with
simplicity and impact and
to design unique activities
to enhance our experiential
understanding. The spirit
had great latitude to work
in all of us.  It seemed to us
that no one escaped the
healing hand of spirit.

An ASL retreat is really
very different from a
Urantia Book reader
conference where options
are offered simultaneously.
There is no “smorgasbord”
of workshops, where we
might try a little of this and
a little of that and come
and go as we please.
Rather, this retreat was
like a gourmet meal, with
each course lovingly
prepared to stimulate but
not overwhelm the spiritual
palate.  Each program
segment was unique in
flavor, sometimes
theoretical, sometimes
interactive, sometimes
reflective, but always fresh,
satisfying and whetting the
appetite for more. We
savored the topic over
several days with the same
small group of people and
our commitment to be
present for the entire meal,
to pace ourselves, to
experiment with a variety
of new spiritual flavors and
most importantly to grow
in love for one another, was
a real spiritual adventure.
And like a great meal it was
made unforgettable by the
sharing of it.

We are indebted to ASL for
their progressive
facilitation.  We give
“Thought Adjuster
Attunement” a “thumbs-

up” rating and urge every
serious UB reader to
consider attending this
retreat in the future.  ❏

*Camp Buckner is a
beautiful Christian retreat
facility in central Texas.
The camp has tasteful and

Please visit www.ubretreats.ca
for information on location and
facilities.  Most retreats are
limited to 12 participants.   Fees
are quoted in US dollars and
include the retreat program,
deluxe accommodations
(double occupancy) and all
meals.

Note:  Guests are asked to bring
their own towels and bed linens
(queen size).

To reserve, call Sue toll free (in
US & Canada) at 1-800-546-
5601. Visa is accepted. Space is
limited and on a first-come, first

served basis. A non-refundable
$50 deposit will confirm your
reservation and the balance is due
by June 1, 2002.

The first and last days of each
retreat are travel days and flights
should arrive in Toronto before
4 P.M. the first day and depart no
earlier than noon on the last day.
The group rate for travel to and
from Silver Springs by limousine
is approximately $15US/person
each way.

Silver Springs is very casual.
Please travel light and keep
baggage to a minimum.  ❏

SSSSSilver ilver ilver ilver ilver SSSSSprings prings prings prings prings RRRRRetreat etreat etreat etreat etreat DDDDDetailsetailsetailsetailsetails

Young Adult Readers Retreat 2001

comfortable accommodations
with private bath, good
food and a new fully
equipped meeting room.

NOTE:  ASL will be offering an
expanded five-day retreat on this
topic next July at Silver Springs.
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Send articles and retreat schedules to:
Jeanette Schafer
3570 NW Tanager Dr.
Corvallis, OR  97330
(e-mail: jeanetts@home.com)

Address Correction Requested
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“To support one another in facilitating and enhanc-
ing the individual’s relationship with the indwelling
spirit through the retreat experience, that all may be

better equipped to serve the family of humankind.”

Retreat Network Mission Statement

Support for the Newsletter

TRN Website

Monetary support for this publication is needed and
much appreciated.  Please make your check payable to
The Retreat Network in the amount that you wish to
contribute. Mail to: 3570 NW Tanager Dr., Corvallis, OR
97330.  Thank you.

We have a new webmaster, Michael Bain.  Our site is
currently under construction and will be completed in
the near future.  You’ll be able to find us at:
retreatnetwork.com

The time I spent in
Silver Springs with
readers from the

United States and Canada
was truly wonderful.  Silver
Springs is a magical place,
surrounded by beautiful
views.  It was a perfect
place for a retreat.

You could feel God’s
presence each moment.
I would especially like to
thank our hosts, Sue and
Derek Tennant for their
gracious hospitality and
delicious food.  I felt like I
was in Paradise for a few
days!  I hope that others
can have this wonderful
experience.  ❏

“ A Child’s Prayer ”

One of Truth, I pray,
that the life which comes from me comes from you
that the seed sprouts the flower of divinity
that the child knows the root of her destiny

I feel so humble to the task of nurturing life
May I not waver in the commission coming before me
I know so little of the Fatherly way
May you be recognized in the example I portray

If she reaches for my hand, may you take mine in yours
so that she knows the comfort I feel with you
If she cries out, may I be there for her
modeling your presence in the midst of tears and fears

I have glimpsed bits of truth and harmony
I have seen shades of higher reality
May she know in clarity the possibilities I have only dreamed

One of Love, I pray,
that which is strength in me is shared
that those flaws I have are diminished
but mostly that the life which comes from me comes from you.

 Bob Devine

Retreat
Accolades
By Margarita De la
Luz Lopez Nunez,
Mexico


