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The Future Acceptance of the Revelation

By: Mo Siegel

COUPLE OF
MONTHS AGO
I WAS LUCKY

ENOUGH TO TAKE A
fantastic two-day executive
training class regarding the
future. One of the speakers
talked about future markets
and the acceptance of new
ideas. What he said struck
relevant to our Urantia Book
cause. Many years ago
Stanford Research Institute
developed a model that
demonstrated how ideas

are accepted into society.
After two decades of testing,
their model has become the
accepted model for human
behavior toward new ideas.

The first wave of people

to accept a new idea is the
adventurers, first adopters,
or the so called pioneers.
The first adopters are few in
number, generally less than
1% of the potential market
for a new product, service,
or idea. The pioneers are
adventurous, thoughtful,
idiosyncratic, risk oriented,
unconventional, and looking
for something different. The

times referred to as early
adopters. These folks consti-
tute about 5% — 10% of those
who will accept the new
idea. There is an old saying
that the pioneers get the
arrows and the early adopters
get the land. While still shar-
ing some of the same traits of
the first adopters, the second
adopters are a bit more con-
ventional, cautious, and tend
to mirror society more than
the first adopters. Simply
stated, their needs are differ-
ent than the needs of the first
adopters. An idea generally
secures lasting roots when it
finds acceptance with second
adopters, whereas new ideas
generally die if they can’t
move past first adopters.
First adopters are partially
fulfilled by the experience

of discovering something
new. Second adopters have
much less enjoyment from
the “new” experience and
generally respond to the
relevant benefit that the new
idea provides them. And

the sheer volume of humans
in the second adopter phase
generally has enough critical
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An idea generally secures lasting
roots when it finds acceptance

with second adopters ....

second wave of people to
accept a new idea are called
second adopters or some-

idea successfully into
society.

In this speech, the

speaker was advocat-

ing that the propo-
nents of a new idea need to
think past the first adopters
if they want the idea to root.

They need to concentrate on
the second adopters. In fact,
the speaker suggested that
the best way to get a new
idea started is to jump over
the first adopters and concen-
trate on the second adopters.
He said to “reason back”
from the second adopters to
where your idea is now. Find
ways to get them interested
by selflessly starting with
them in mind, not starting
from your own early adopter
prejudice.

As I think about the Rev-
elation, the second adopter
message has tremendous
relevance to our situation.
Today, most Urantia Book
leaders and readers are first
adopters and we’re getting
older by the second. We
naturally and honestly bring
to the party our prejudice

for and against ideas related
to the book. We see th;:
book and its teaching as

the early pioneers, not as
second adopters. We are not
the critical mass; we are the
experimental entry point. The
chances that the next genera-
tions of believers will see
the world and The Urantia
Book as we see it are highly
unlikely. The up coming
generation of kids between
the ages of 8 — 24 sees the
world through experience
which is rather different
than ours. In the U.S., the
next generation is the largest
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population of people in the
history of the U.S... Those
kids are more conservative
and more religious than the
Baby Boomer generation.
Globally, the next generation
thinks and acts very differ-
ently than our generation.

In spreading the teachings
of this mighty revelation,

do we focus our energy on
the first adopters and older
folks (people like us) or

do we focus our energy on
the second adopters in the
upcoming generations? And
if we care to pass the torch
to them, how do we speak
to their mind set? Will they
be most interested in a 2,097
page book or to the teach-
ings of the book? If they
are interested in either the
teachings or the book, what
then are our responsibilities
and methods to bring Urantia
Book truth to them? C




Who and What is InnerLife International?
By: Kathy George-Moore
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T THE
FELLOWSHIP’S
INTERNATIONAL

CONFERENCE LAST
YEAR a presentation was
made by Urantia Book

readers who have been
involved in the formation
of this active, loving,
service endeavor, InnerLife
International. The people
in attendance were vibrant
in their enthusiasm for

the outreach programs

that are being created

and implemented by this
organization, and many were
eager to become involved.

InnerLife International rec-

ognizes the individual’s inner

relationship with the Divine
and honors this truth in all
religions. It is an umbrella
member-based charitable
organization, registered as
a 501(3)(c) in the U.S. and
holds a vision of the world
transformed and uplifted by

love, mercy and ministry,
enlightened by Spirit, and
united in service. Its mis-
sion is to create programs
and service projects that

will motivate and empower
dynamic spiritual leaders and
teachers.

InnerLife International is

a spiritual partnership of
individuals committed to
finding and serving God. It
is our belief that individual
spiritual transformation

can be facilitated through
active participation in loving
service.

Programs have been devel-
oped and there will be more
in the near future. The
programs at present are:

InnerLife International
Programs:
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You can become a member
of this dynamic organiza-
tion for $10 per year. As a
member you will receive a
quarterly newsletter keeping
you updated on the programs
and projects. You will also be
involved in Loving Service!C
For more detailed information
on programs see our website at:
www.innerlifeinternational.org
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FreeSchools World Literacy Program

By: Sue Tennant

HE
FREESCHOOLS
WORLD

LITERACY CHARITY
was incorporated in July
2005 to support the work
of Field Coordinator Mark
Bloomfield in Asia. Our
mission is to break the cycle
of ignorance and poverty
through free education with
a focus on girls’ education.
We think we offer the most
cost effective Literacy
Program in all of Asia.

For five years Mark served as
Urantia Foundation’s Field
Representative, placing The
Urantia Book in thousands
of libraries around the world.
Last spring Mark created a
working base in Thailand

to open free schools for
children too poor to get an
education, prioritizing girls.
As of October Mark has
opened 14 schools and each
one has a potential for 100
students.

Asia is home to half the
human race with almost one
billion illiterate people who
have no voice. Illiteracy
works a particular hardship
on women and children.
When trapped in ignorance
and poverty females are
easily exploited. Due to
cultural and religious bias
there are fewer educational
opportunities for girls than
boys. Mark Bloomfield
knows first-hand the plight
of the impoverished female
population in Asia. In India
he worked as the undertaker
with Mother Teresa in
Calcutta, burying a heap of
tiny bundles left at the front
door each night—baby girls,
starved to death or backs
broken. Female infanticide
accounts for the murder of
over 6 million baby girls in
India each year.

Several years ago Mark
helped Sister Crescence who
ran a small convent school
in the state of Bihar (where

~/
6
25 million
women are [)\
illiterate). \
Together they

set up a free school using
empty classrooms during
normal closing hours. Each
of the impoverished families
in the surrounding area was
invited to send one child,
preferably a daughter, to
receive a free education,
with a nutritious meal and
set of clothes also provided.
The syllabus was designed
to concentrate on essentials
including reading, writing,
arithmetic, hygiene and
health protection, crafts,
income-producing skills
and civics. The student
agreed to teach her siblings
everything she learned that
day thereby multiplying

the benefits. The school
was an immediate success,
completely changing lives
and improving prospects for
the future. With the support
of FreeSchools World

Literacy, enrollment in free
schools in India is now over
1000 students. Without
expensive infrastructure

and economizing with
existing resources, the cost
for set up fees, teacher
training, fair wages, learning
materials, food and clothing
is incredibly modest at
$15/child per year. Mark
Bloomfield has dedicated his
life to working at the grass
roots level among the poor
and any donations that can
be given to support the cause
of free schools in Asia are
greatly appreciated.

International economists
agree that the single

most effective tool for
development in the Third
World is girls’ education
and the empowerment of
women. The future of our
world is tied to this simple
but profound realization. If
you want to support Mark
Bloomfield you can contact
Sue Tennant toll fee at
1-800-546-5601 or e-mail her

at sue(@ubretreats.ca. Thanks
for anything you can do. C
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Network’s ‘05 Retreat

LAST SPRING’S Retreat Network retreat in

THIS GROUP PHOTO WAS TAKEN AT

Santa Barbara, California, at La Casa Maria
Retreat Center, April 1-3. Retreat highlights were: Yoga,
Centering Prayer, Sue Tennant’s presentation on “The Faith
Adventure,” a nature walk and reflection time, “Building
Fellowship” by Gard Jameson, an afternoon excursion
to Santa Barbara Mission and beach, ending with group

worship and socializing. C

Golden Gate Circle’s
Fall of ‘05 Retreat:

The “Partnership of Faith” held at St. Dorothy’s Rest,
Camp Mecker, California.

IC’05 Pre-Conference Retreat Synopsis

RANTIA BOOK
l | READERS FROM
all over the United

States were joined by read-
ers from Canada, Korea
and Laos at a pre-confer-
ence retreat at Villanova
University in Pennsylvania
sponsored by the Retreat
Network. The theme of the
retreat was “Experiencing
Spirit in Everyday Life,”
based on Paper 100 of The
Urantia Book, Religion in
Human Experience. Activi-
ties included readings from
the text, silent reflection
time, small group sharing,
prayer, and music, ending

with a worship service and
Remembrance Supper.

Participants were asked to
reflect on different quotes
and relate them to their own
lives.
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Keith Malley led us in a Sufi
prayer and Marvin Gawryn
and Gard Jameson facilitated
a session on Lectio Divina
and Centering Prayer. One
of the prayers used at the

start of the retreat was a
rendition of Psalm 146, from

Psalms for Praying: An Invi-
tation to Wholeness.
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Retreat Schedules:
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Rates are quoted in U.S. currency. Call toll free 1-800-546-5601 to reserve space.

(For more retreat details check: www.ubretreats.ca)

URANTIA YOUTH CAMP
Friday, August 4 — Thursday, August 10

(See simultaneous retreat option for parents below)

friendly, safe and fun week-long camping experience for youth, ages 11-17 in the backwoods at Silver Springs. Space is
Aimited to 12 campers. The facilitators are professionally trained youth workers who are devoted to the revelation and are

hemselves experienced campers. They will be sharing Urantia values in a beautiful natural setting that includes ponds,
streams and waterfalls. Activities to include camping skills, yoga, nature hikes, swimming, kayaking, arts and crafts, and evening
campfires—plus a special group project throughout the week. A lifeguard and a registered nurse will be on-site.

What to bring: A complete checklist can be found on our website. Campers will need their own sleeping bags/pillow, air/foam mat-
tress and to bring a tent if they have or can borrow one.

Cost: 875/pp + taxes. Includes: meals & program

DIVINE CULTURE
Friday, August 4 — Thursday, August 10

ke
his retreat is ideal for parents who want to accompany their child to the YOUTH CAMP and enjoy a separate adult program.
I The purpose of this relaxed retreat is.to give rest to body and mind by facilitating spiritual development through exercises
and activities aimed at a closer relationship with the Thought Adjuster, greater realization of Spirit realities, worship opportu-
nities, and the development of brotherly and sisterly relationslrips with other Urantians. The evening campfires will be joined with
the Youth Camp. Come and experience this Joy.for the Soul'

Cost: 8245/pp + taxes (double occupancy). Includes: progmrﬂ 6. nzghts and meals.

SPIRIT QUEST II
Friday, August 11 — Thursday, August 17

piritQuest II is about Vision, Purpose, Credo (I Believe), and Life direction. SpiritQuest was introduced at IC’05 with an
S enthusiastic response from participants. It is a three-part training for spiritual leaders and teachers developed by a Canadian

team under the leadership of Urantia Book reader and Unity minister Rev. Roy Healy. Based on a philosophy of living that
holds the conviction that participants can shape their own destiny to create a better world, the training motivates people to be of
service and grow spiritually.

In Part I the theme of Truth is explored and will be offered in cities across North America. Part II, which is being offered at Silver
Springs, develops the theme of Beauty. It is about prayer, meditation and listening. Part III explores the theme of Goodness and
will be offered in the same cities as Part I later in the year.

Cost: $345/pp + taxes (double or single occupancy as space allows). Campers $150 + tax. Includes: program, 6 nights and meals.

CAMP NEBADON
Saturday, August 19 - Monday, August 21

his annual potluck celebration of Jesus’ Birthday and the partnership of Michael and Mother Spirit in the Universe of Neba-
don will offer a special focus on planetary progress since Michael’s human incarnation.

Guests are invited to provide their own sleeping bags/sheets and towels. Food contributions towards meals can be coordi-
nated through Terry Grier (416) 482-7115.

Cost: Compliments of Silver Springs.
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Golden Gate Circleis Spring Retreat
0The Adjusteris Missiong

0The Adjusters accept a difficult assignment when they
volunteer to indwell such composite beings as live on Urantia

...they are indispensable to the Paradise ascension.6
The Urantia Book, p. 1191

Held in the home of Claudia Ayers and Lee Smith on
April 21-23, 2006 in Soquel, California.

Contact Dolores Nice for further information and
to register your attendance. Her e-mail address is:
dinice@worldnet.att.net

Retreat Networkis Annual Retreat

OSurrendering to Spiritd
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Join us at Kindred Spirits Retreat Center for our Annual
on August 25-27 in Eugene, Oregon.

etreat Network Retreat, “Surrendering to Spirit”

For retreat details, contact Jeanette Schafer at: jeanetts@comcast.net

Note: Kindred Spirits is an interfaith retreat center founded by Urantia Book readers and based on the universal
truths portrayed in The Urantia Book.
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A Dream Prayer

O Father,
willingly I take
whatever and all you have prepared for me as a dream,
whether it is of a future life, as 1 expect,
or to know you better,
or whether of universe schools for perfection
to serve my companions,

then may this be my dream.

I am available and at your will,
my desire is to serve you,
and may the fragment in me
transform me to worthiness
as I come nearer to you my Father,
that 1 may know your will.

And may this be my faith eternal
to wait for that which you have prepared for me

now and forevermore.

May it be to perfect myself
to evolve until pure spirit,
then 1 am to know full joy
in my wait of you, dear Father on high.

Author
Luiz Carlos Dolabella Chagas, Brazil
(Translated From Portuguese to English)

Guerrillas of Grace: Prayers

for the Battle

Book Review By: Dolores Nice

TO THIS BOOK AT A

RETREAT I attend a few
years ago and I was immedi-
ately captured by the unusual
title. Ted Loder, the author,
gives us this explanation,
“Why would anyone call a
book of prayers, Guerrillas
of Grace? These two images,
guerrillas and grace seem to
be an unlikely, if not contra-
dictory, conjunction. And
yet...are they really? ...Guer-
rillas, then, are engaged in
the battle to reclaim some
territory, or some part of life,
for a higher purpose, a truer
cause. To wed guerrilla with
grace suggests that the truer
cause is God’s kingdom.”

The book is divided into
sections of categories of
prayers: Prayers of Quiet-
ness and Listening, Thanks
and Praise, Unburdening and
Confession, Comfort and
Reassurance, Restoration and
Renewal, Commitment and
Change, and a special section
on Prayers for Seasons and
Holidays.

What I like about this book,
is that the prayers cover such
a wide spectrum of human
experience. The language
that the author uses is
creative, honest and at times
even humorous. [ have used
these prayers in a variety of
settings, including personal
use, retreats, sharing with
friends and in the prison with
inmates. There is something
in these prayers that all can
relate to.

IWAS INTRODUCED

Here are some examples that
I hope you will enjoy:

Calm Me into a Quietness

Now, O Lord, calm me into
a quietness that heals and lis-
tens, and mold my longings
and passion, my wounds and
wonderings into a more holy
and human shape.

Hear Me Quickly Lord

Hear Me Quickly Lord for
my mind soon wanders to
other things I am more famil-
iar with and more concerned
about than I am with you.

O Timeless God, for whom
1 do not have time, catch me
with a sudden stab of beauty
or pain or regret that will
catch me up short for a
moment to look hard enough
at myself—the unutterable
terror and hope within me
and, so, to be caught by

Gentle My Desperation

Come, Lord Jesus, touch

me with love, life-giving as
light, to quiet my anger a
little and gentle my despera-
tion, to soften my fears some
and soothe the knots of my
cynicism, to wipe away

the tears from my eyes and
ease the pains in my body
and soul, to reconcile me to
myself and then to the people
around me, and then nation
to nation, that none shall
learn war any more, but turn
to feed the hungry, house the
homeless and care compas-
sionately for the least of our
brothers and sisters.

Reshape me in our whole-
ness to be a healing person,
Lord. C

Note: Dr. Loder is the retired
minister of a Methodist
Church in Philadelphia. He
has a long history in social
justice and human rights. He
is a graduate of Yale Divin-

ity School and serves on the
National Advisory Board of the
National Council of Churches
of Christ in the United States.




United Relig

ions Initiative

North American Interfaith Network - Connect 2005

By: Gard Jameson

RIENDS, I WISH TO
F SHARE WITH YOU

a wondrous interfaith
experience. The result of
this experience was to make
clearer the importance of
promoting the inner work
and inner vision of the Spirit.
What you are doing in help-
ing people to discover this
inner field of spacious light
and life is the highest calling
and greatest privilege!

From August 12th to 16th,

2005, under clear skies and
warm weather, 140 partici-
pants enjoyed a celebration
of interfaith awareness on the
campus of the University of
Nevada.

The theme of our gath-
ering was Hospitality,
Gratitude and Shar-
ing—Interfaith Action.
On Friday afternoon,
participants climbed onto
a bus to be taken to Child
Haven. There we witnessed
the struggle of children
subject to abuse and neglect.
As was pointed out, Nevada
is a prosperous state, but lags
far behind when it comes to
attending to the needs of its
youth. An interfaith blessing
was shared on the grounds of
Child Haven.

Under the able leadership of
Steve Fitzgerald, the process
of Appreciative Inquiry was
engaged during the three
days as we explored how our
interfaith communities can
engage issues of Peacebuild-
ing, Caring for Creation

and Caring for Community.
A large variety of creative
ideas emerged as a result

of the personal interactions
and group process. My own
son, Michael, in speaking to
Caring for Creation spoke of
the need for Internal Medi-
cine, the need to recognize
the resources that we can find

within ourselves for healing
and transforming the world.

Each morning and afternoon
time was provided for Spiri-
tual Immersion, an experi-
ence of the contemplative
traditions of various faiths.
Exercise for soul and body
was provided for all. Each
morning, members of the
Chinese community brought
their practices of Qi Gong
to the conference to help us
prepare for the day.

From the

Islamic
faith, the
experience of
Sabbath, Divine Rest, was
enjoyed on Friday with Iman
Aslam Abdullah; Saturday,
Judaism was celebrated with
Rabbi Gary Golbart; and
Sunday, Christianity was
honored by Revered Sandy
Casey-Martus. On Monday,
Sister Wadi of the Brahma
Kumari tradition shared a
wonderful meditation with
all at the noon hour.

Though there were many
highlights as a result of the
alchemy of the personali-
ties in attendance, there was
great joy each evening as we
focused on the theme of the
day.

Saturday was Hospitalty.

Rev. Sandy Casey-Martus

Saturday night we were
feasted by the presence of
the Islamic Community

of Southern Nevada, who
brought their food, their
families and their goodwill.
Orchestrated by Aziz Eddeb-
barh, the Saturday evening
experience was an opening
of the heart for all. Each
table was hosted by a family
of a different Islamic coun-
try, with over 20 countries in
attendance. The love in the
room was contagious that
night. After

=

sublime music
and entertain-
ment provided by Cheikh
Yassir Chadli and Bouchaib
Abolehadi. We all experi-
enced the real core of this
great tradition.

The theme for Sunday was
Gratitude, which emerges
from an awareness of the
divine hospitality that sur-
rounds each of us. Rever-
end Sandy Casey-Martus
brought us all to the table
of the divine by sharing an
interfaith Eucharist service.
That evening our spirits
were lifted by the presence
of Sister Jose Hobday who
spoke delightfully on the
importance of Gratitude in
our lives. A few days prior

the meal

to the conference she had
broken her tail bone, a wrist
and a few ribs, but refused to
be daunted by those physi-
cal impairments. As she
told me: “I could stay home
and be miserable or come to
the conference.” She chose
to come ahead and bless

us all by her good humor
and humble spirit. She was
joined by a wonderful panel:
Baptist minister, Tommy
Starkes; Sikh leader, Tarunjit
Butalia; Brahma Kumari,
Sister Wadi; and Swami
Ramananda of the Hindu
tradition.

On Monday, we closed with
consideration of how to take
our inspirations into the
world and onto the field of
Action. Many of the insights
coming out of the three
groups: Peacebuilding, Cre-
ation and Community were
committed to by participants.
That evening a meal was
served by members of The
Urantia Book Fellowship.
After dinner Dirk Ficca, who
heads the Council for the
Parliament of the World Reli-
gions was joined by a won-
derful panel, Charles Gibbs
of the United Religions
Initiative, Elizabeth Espersen
of North American Interfaith
Network, and Dr. Gwynne
Guibord of the Episcopal
tradition, in calling for the
goodwill and action of those
who hope for a better world.

At this conference, every-
one was a participant and
everyone was a leader. As
administrative chair of the
conference, my only prayer
is that everyone there and
everyone reading this takes
seriously the charge to carry
the work of interfaith rela-
tions into our troubled world,
with unfailing forgiveness,
matchless goodwill, and
abounding love. C



Radio Reality—A Spirit IDEA:

By: James Woodward Retreat Network Mission Statement

I ntention: Spiritual nourishment abounds in our presence
on higher frequencies. Resolve to extend your antenna for
better reception.

“To support one another in facilitating and enhancing
the individual’s relationship with the indwelling spirit
through the retreat experience, that all may be better

T . . . ”
D iscipline: It takes courage and persistence to truly tune equipped to serve the family of humankind.

our internal receivers—certain habits and skills must be
acquired and certain others must be abandoned.

E ngagement: Explore frequencies and set your personal
dial to the one that resonates within you as the most pro-

Support for the Network

found—this is your pitch of harmonic spirituality. Realize that Monetary support for the network and publication
a growing soul requires creative nutrition; channel scanning is expenses are greatly appreciated. Please support us by
encouraged. sending in your contribution to the Retreat Network at

Attu nement: Harness all your motivation of Intention,
devotion to Discipline, intuition of Engagement, and

PO Box 744, Corvallis, OR 97339. Thank you.

welcome the wisdom circuits of spirit ministry by Attunement TRN List and Web Addresses

to loving wavelengths. Commit clear channels to heart and
embrace with childlike faith.

The Retreat Network website is your source for retreat

[Manufacturer’s Notice: Radio Reality broadcast frequencies information. You'll find us at: www.retreatnetwork.com

are charged with &€the universal tendency to love, show mercy,
manifest patience, and minister forgiveness. If end user experi-
ences static or other reception problems, please refer back to
the IDEA with more sincerity. ]

To subscribe to our e-mail list send the message:
subscribe retreatnetwork to majordomo@ubreaders.org

The Retreat Networkl
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Please Note:

THE RETREAT
NETWORK DID
NOT PUBLISH a
Spring/Summer 2005 issue.
We apologize for this, and
although we missed this
issue, we plan to continue

publishing bi-annually.

The sole support for this
publication comes from

our reader base. We would
appreciate your contribution
no matter the sum, and thank
you for your past support to
this network as we bring our
Father’s love to others.

We would like to hear what
is taking place out in the
community of readers, please
provide us with information
for our publication, our
address is listed to the left of
this column. C
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